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who bore us ill-will and fight them with the sword of love. May-
be all of us cannot be so good or behave so well but we can all
make an effort. Even if a few of us succeed, we shall have honour-
ed his memory aright and God will send us another Doke. It
is not as if one becomes a saint on meeting a saint; it is rather
that on becoming a saint one finds a saint,

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 23-8-1913

117.   LETTER TO SECRETARY FOR INTERIOR

JOHANNESBURG,
August 24, 1913

I thank you for your letter1  of the 19th instant.

I have come to Johannesburg in order to attend the Doke
Memorial Service and shall be here for a few days. If, therefore,
General Smuts desires my presence in Pretoria, I would be pleas-
ed to come down, I submit the following for General Smuts'
consideration regarding the points dealt with in your letter.

As to South Africa-born Indians, it is perfectly true that
I did not raise, in the correspondence of 1912, this point. It had
entirely escaped me until a friend drew my attention to it. But I
assured the friend that no difficulty need be anticipated as the
correspondence setting forth the provisional settlement of 1911
protected all existing rights of British Indians. I freely admit that
I do not lay claim to a full knowledge of all such rights possess-
ed by my countrymen throughout the Union or even the Trans-
vaal. The fact that very few South Africa-born Indians availed
themselves of the right was used by me to show that the Govern-
ment had no occasion to fear a sudden influx into the Gape of
South Africa-born Indians if the right was retained. From the
Indian standpoint, I wanted to emphasize the fact that we were
fighting for the sentiment, viz., that the liberal and reasonable
view, taken by the old Cape Legislature, should be left untouched.
And I fear that I must press that view again on General Smuts'
attention. I have already submitted that the Cape members laid
stress on this point because the Right Hon'ble Mr, Fischer foster-
ed, I submit, without a knowledge of the facts, the view that there
was a large influx of South Africa-born Indians into the Cape,

1 Vide Appendk VIII.